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Washington–Today, Congressman John W. Olver (1st–MA)                and Senator Edward M. Kennedy announced that the U.S. Department                of Transportation has awarded $637,712 to the Pioneer Valley Transit                Authority (PVTA) for the purchase of alternative fuel and paratransit                vehicles.

               "We have a responsibility both to protect the environment and                to make sure that all Pioneer Valley residents have access to public                transportation," Olver said. "The PVTA can now take important                steps toward achieving both of these goals."

               Olver and Kennedy worked to make sure that funding for the project                was included in the FY ?00 Transportation appropriations bill. 

               The PVTA will acquire two 30-foot electric buses that will serve                planned park and ride routes from various suburbs to downtown Springfield.                Additionally, three replacement paratransit vans will be acquired                to transport the elderly and individuals with disabilities.

               "I'm delighted that this project can now move forward,"                Olver added.

               "This federal aid is well-deserved," Senator Kennedy said.                "These funds will make affordable, environmentally-friendly                transportation available to many more residents, including the elderly                and disabled, in the Pioneer Valley. I commend the PVTA for this                important initiative." 
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